International Scientists Visit Water Discovery Center Site
Begin consultation on issues and programs and research
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Arkville, NY  --  October 26, 2008  --  The mission and work of the Water Discovery Center (WDC) took a huge step forward Columbus Day weekend when three scientists, known around the world for their work on global water issues, agreed to serve on the Technical Advisory Committee of the Arkville based organization.  Dr. David Seckler, an economist specializing in water resources will chair the committee, according to WDC President, Gary Gailes.  Dr. Jack Keller, a leading engineer in the field of irrigated agricultural development and Dr. Roberto Lenton, a Senior Advisor at the Earth Institute at Columbia University will join Seckler on the committee which will begin work immediately for the WDC.

“To have any one of these individuals on the advisory committee would be an incredible honor,” said Gailes in announcing the formation of the committee.  “To have three of the top 10 international experts on water all agree to serve, puts our institution on the map and gives us the maximum level of credibility in both the scientific and political communities.”  Gailes went on to note that the credibility will be paramount as the WDC begins planning a capital building campaign for buildings and exhibits at its 34-acre site in Arkville. 

The Technical Advisory Committee will have both immediate and long-term roles in the development of the WDC and its subsidiary, The Water Institute.  The group will work with WDC building and exhibit designers, advising on content and reviewing exhibits and other critical details for accuracy.  Additionally, Seckler, Keller and Lenton have identified dozens of institutes around the world whose scholarly studies on water issues await translation and interpretation for lay audiences.  “We are eager to work through WDC to raise awareness of the coming water crisis,” said Dr. Seckler.  “By facilitating translation of the most current and complicated research into forms and formats that others can use, critical information can reach those empowered to develop solutions.”

Seckler who has written on the theoretical framework for analyzing river basins and led research on projections of world water demand and supply, served as Director General of the International Water Management Institute from 1995 until his retirement in 2000. Previously he taught at Colorado State University and at the University of California (Berkeley). At Winrock International he established and directed the Center for Economic Policy Studies, where he acted as senior advisor to developing country governments. Dr. Seckler was Director of the International Center of Agricultural and Resource Development and Founding Co-Director of the Colorado Institute for Irrigation Management, at Colorado State University. Among his numerous overseas engagements, he served as Senior Development Policy Advisor for the United States Agency for International Development in Indonesia and as Project Specialist for the Ford Foundation in India. Dr. Seckler is the author and editor of three books and more than 50 articles and holds patents in sprinkler irrigation and waste recycling systems. Dr. Seckler has a BS and MS in economics from the University of Denver and a PhD from the London School of Economics.

Seckler, along with Keller and Lenton, visited the Catskill region over the Columbus Day weekend to learn about the area, the New York City Watershed, and the plans for the Water Discovery Center.  The mission of the WDC is to highlight the importance of fresh water not only for our region, but for the survival of the planet – to create an awareness of the threats facing the fresh water supply and to inspire a passion to preserve and protect this vital resource.  “These three men have been living our mission through their very long and distinguished careers,” said Gailes during their visit.  “It is gratifying to see them apply that passion to this project.”   Though envisioned as a global museum even at its inception, the WDC has significantly increased the scope of its work during the last two years.  Support from the Catskill Watershed Corporation has allowed the organization to develop plans for a $25 million facility on County Rt. 38 in Arkville.  President Gailes notes that all three scientists have all worked in collaboration at other points in their careers and enjoyed coming together on the new project. 

Jack Keller, founder and Chief Executive Officer of Keller Bliesner Engineering, said he was thrilled to get a different view of the region he’d heard so much about.  “When I came here, it was because people wanted me to see your project,” he told supporters.  “Now that I’ve been here and seen it, I feel like this is our project.”  Keller is currently involved in consulting activities related to river basin and irrigation water management and conservation planning, monitoring and verification, and helping farmers utilize low-cost improved irrigation technologies. He is Professor Emeritus in the Biological and Irrigation Engineering Department at Utah State University, where he was Department Head between 1980 and 1986. Prior to joining Utah State University in 1960, he was the Chief Irrigation Engineer for W.R. Ames Company, a leading manufacturer of irrigation equipment in the U.S. During his tenure at the university, he taught and carried out research and consultation on sprinkle and trickle/drip irrigation.  Through his public and private activities, Keller has provided advisory services on irrigation matters in more than 60 countries and is recognized as an expert in irrigation technology transfer and the problems associated with improving irrigated agriculture in both developing and developed countries. He has led multidisciplinary teams to do irrigation project planning and evaluation and regional irrigation sector analysis. He is the author of more than 78 technical papers, 50 major consulting reports, five handbooks and two textbooks, the most important of which is Sprinkle and Trickle Irrigation Design.  He has received four patents. He was elected to membership in the National Academy of Engineering in 1967, and has been an active member of both the ASAE and ASCE where he has served on various irrigation committees. He is also a member of the Irrigation Association, US Commission of Irrigation and Drainage, and serves on the Board of International Development Enterprises, an NGO that focuses on rural poverty alleviation through a market creation approach to development using irrigation as an entry point.
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In a reception for the three scientists held at the Emerson Inn and Spa, all three talked about the travels they had done on the site, through the area and particularly around the Ashokan and Pepacton reservoirs.  Roberto Lenton, the closest geographically to this region, is likely to return often.  He served from 1995 to 2000 as Director of UNDP's Sustainable Energy and Environment Division in New York, during which time he was UNDP's lead person in helping to launch the Global Water Partnership, the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment and the Poverty and Environment Programme. He also served as Director General of the International Water Management Institute in Sri Lanka from 1987 to 1994. Earlier, he was Program Officer in the Rural Poverty and Resources program with the Ford Foundation in New Delhi and New York, and an Assistant Professor at MIT.  A citizen of Argentina with degrees from the University of Buenos Aires and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Dr. Lenton is a co-author of Applied Water Resources Systems, and of Health, Dignity and Development: What will it take?--the final report of the UN Millennium Project Task Force on Water and Sanitation, which he co-chaired. Following the release of this report in 2005, he was appointed Chair of the Geneva-based Water Supply and Sanitation Collaborative Council. Since 2003, he has served as Chair of the Technical Committee of the Global Water Partnership, which is active in over 75 countries.
DEC Commissioner pledges support

Following the visit of the three international water experts, WDC officials had the opportunity to review building and exhibit models with New York State Department of Environmental Conservation Commissioner Pete Grannis and with Willie Janeway, DEC Region 3 Director and Gene Kelly, DEC Region 4 Director.  All pledged their cooperation and support for the project, which has also received the strong support of the Catskill Watershed Corporation.  Major exhibits are expected to cover water as the basic element of life, the world water crisis, solutions for saving the planet, effective water management and activities for conservation and protection.                                                  







The Water Discovery Center is incorporated as a not-for-profit institution, with headquarters in Highmount, New York.  Its governance operates through an 18-member Board of Trustees, chaired by Dr. Keith Porter, Retired Executive Director of the New York State Water Resource Institute. Funding for the Water Discovery Center is already under way and organizers expect to start construction on the facility within three years. More information on the WDC and its charter membership program is available by visiting the website at www.waterdiscoverycenter.org or by calling Martie Gailes, administrative manager at 845-254-5354.
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Photo 1 top left:  Dr. David Seckler, left and Dr. Jack Keller shown during an October visit to the Ashokan Reservoir.  The two scientists will serve on the Technical Advisory Committee for the Water Discovery Center.  

Photo 2 top center:  Leonard Levitan, left, exhibit designer for the Water Discovery Center, shares details with Dr. David Seckler, Dr. Roberto Lenton and Dr. Jack Keller, left to right.  The three scientists will serve on the Technical Advisory Committee for the Water Discovery Center.
Photo 3 top right:  Gary Gailes, left, President of the Water Discovery Center, and Dr. David Seckler shown while visiting the Ashokan Reservoir in October. 
Photo 4 above center:   Dr. Jack Keller, left, with Dr. Roberto Lenton and Architect Joe Hurwitz, right, review plans for the WDC at a reception for the scientists held at the Emerson Resort in Mt. Tremper.
